
Kornilov Radio Telegram Response to Kerensky 

27 August 1917 (O.S.)/9 September 1917 

 

The Minister-President’s telegram No. 4163 in its entire first part is a lie throughout: it was not I 

who sent the Member of the State Duma, Vladimir L’vov, to the Provisional Government, but he 

came to me as the envoy of the Minister-President. Aleksei Aladin, Member of the State Duma, is a 

witness to this. A great provocation has thus taken place which jeopardizes the fate of the 

motherland. 

 

People of Russia! Our great motherland is dying. The hour of her death is near. Forced to speak 

openly, I, General Kornilov, declare that under the pressure of the Bolshevik majority of the Soviets, 

the Provisional Government acts in complete harmony with the plans of the German g6neral staff, 

and simultaneously with the forthcoming landing of the enemy forces on the Riga shores, it is killing 

the army and undermines the very foundation of the country. 

 

The heavy sense of the inevitable ruin of the country commands me in these ominous moments to 

call upon all Russian people to come to the aid of the dying motherland. All in whose breasts a 

 

Russian heart is beating, who believe in God, in Church, pray to the Lord for the greatest miracle, 

the saving of our native land! 

 

I, General Kornilov, son of a Cossack peasant, declare to all and sundry that I want nothing for 

myself, except the preservation of a Great Russia, and I vow to bring the people by means of victory 

over the enemy to the Constituent Assembly, where they will themselves decide their fate and choose 

their new form of government. But it is quite impossible for me to betray Russia into the hands of 

her ancient enemy, the German race, and to turn the Russian people into German slaves. I prefer to 

die on the battlefield of honor rather than see the disgrace and infamy of the Russian land. 

 

Russian people, the life of your motherland is in your hands! 
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