
Date Event Source 

1 October 1990 Usama bin Ladin (UBL) sent “emissaries to Jordan … to meet with Iraqi government officials” 
among a delegation, led by Hassan al-Turabi, the de facto leader of Sudan’s Islamist regime, which 
made a public display of defending Saddam’s annexation of Kuwait. Al-Turabi was the primary 
intermediary between Saddam and al-Qaeda in these early years. 

‘Summary of Body of Intelligence 
Reporting on Iraq-al Qaeda 
Contacts (1990-2003)’, a.k.a. 
“The Feith Memo”, a classified 
annex of a Pentagon report sent to 
the Senate Intelligence Committee 
in October 2003, drawing from 
detainee debriefings, 
communications intercepts 
(SIGINT), open sources, raw 
intelligence, and finished products 
of the CIA, NSA, and FBI. Pieces 
are available here, here, here, and 
here. 

19 January 1991 An event remembered to history as Operation DOGMEAT: The bombing phase of DESERT 
STORM had begun two days before, and Ahmed J. Ahmed and Abdul Kadham Saad, two Iraqi 
students, attempted to bomb the Thomas Jefferson Cultural Center in Manila, the Philippines. 
Unfortunately (for them) the bomb went off early, killing Ahmed. Saad recited the Iraqi Embassy’s 
telephone number from memory at the hospital when asked for a contact. Muwafak al-Ani, the 
Iraqi consul general at the Philippine Embassy, in reality one of Saddam’s top intelligence officers 
in East Asia, met with the bombers five times in the run-up to the attack; indeed his car delivered 
the bombers to within a few blocks of their target. Al-Ani and the brothers Husam and Hisham 
Abdul Sattar were ordered out of the country for involvement in this. 

The Connection (2004), by Stephen 
Hayes 

1991 Showing that the outreach went in both directions, “Iraq sought Sudan’s assistance to establish links 
to al-Qaeda.” “Bin Laden wanted to expand his organization’s capabilities through ties with Iraq,” 
and Saddam wanted to influence al-Qaeda and facilitate the shipment of weapons banned by the 
U.N. embargo. 

The Feith Memo 

1992 “The first meeting … between the Iraqi Intelligence Service (IIS) and al-Qaeda was brokered by 
al-Turabi,” and takes place in Khartoum, with Faruq Hijazi, IIS’ external chief, and Ayman al-
Zawahiri present. The meeting spawns a “highly secretive” relationship between Saddam’s Iraq and 
al-Zawahiri’s Egyptian Islamic Jihad (EIJ), which later became a core part of al-Qaeda. Hijazi 
provided al-Qaeda with blank Yemeni passports. This was “the first of several [meetings] between 
1992 and 1995 in Sudan”. Additional meetings would take place in Pakistan, and sometimes al-
Qaeda members would visit Baghdad and “meet the Iraqi intelligence chief in a safe house.” At all 
points, “Saddam insisted the relationship with al-Qaeda be kept secret.” 

The Feith Memo 

March 1992 Saddam’s Mukhabarat include UBL on a “Top Secret” twenty-two-page list as having a “good 
relationship with our section in Syria”. The Defence Intelligence Agency (DIA) authenticated the 
document, but thought it “insignificant” because the reference was unelaborated. Another internal 
document from the same time reports on “contact between an IIS agent and Osama bin Laden in 
Syria”. 

The Connection 

1992 Ayman al-Zawahiri visits Baghdad and is protected by the state, which provides him bodyguards 
and puts him up at Al-Rashid Hotel. Al-Zawahiri allegedly meets Saddam personally. 

‘The Great Terror’, by Geoffrey 
Goldberg, The New Yorker, 25 
March 2002 

1992 During the U.S. Presidential campaign, the wave of terrorist attacks around the world by Saddam 
during the occupation of Kuwait, often in partnership with Salafi-jihadists, became a campaign 
issue. Democratic candidate Albert Gore, citing a RAND study, said, “an estimated 1,400 
terrorists were operating openly out of Iraq,” as evidence that President H.W. Bush was not taking 
a stern enough line with the butcher of Baghdad. 

The Connection 

1992-95 A facet of Saddam’s relationship with al-Qaeda was uncovered by the Croatian government in its 
investigation of al-Kifah (Fight) Relief Organization. Al-Kifah was based in Brooklyn and managed 
by “The Blind Shaykh”, Umar Abdurrahman, who received regular payments from al-Qaeda to 
finance his international phone calls and terrorism plots, which included the first attack on the 
World Trade Centre in 1993. Al-Kifah had opened an office in Zagreb to direct funds and materiel 
to the jihadi-Salafists heading into Bosnia. It was determined that al-Kifah in Croatia was being 
funded by al-Qaeda using Kuwaiti dinars that had been stolen by Iraqi authorities during the 
occupation of Kuwait. 

Unholy Terror: Bosnia, Al-Qa’ida, 
and the Rise of Global Jihad (2007), 
by John Schindler, pp. 121-22 

26 February 1993 Al-Qaeda placed two bombs under the World Trade Centre with the idea being to knock one 
tower into the other, collapsing both and killing tens of thousands of people. In the event, the plan 
failed and “only” six people were killed, though more than 1,000 were injured. The attack was 
traced back to a circle of jihadists around Umar Abdurrahman, “The Blind Shaykh”, in New York 
City. Abdurrahman regularly received payments from al-Qaeda to, among other things, enable 
the international calls that kept his network functional. It was—as was only discovered much 
later—a member of this extended network around Abdurrahman that had murdered the extremist 
rabbi Meir Kahane in November 1990.  
 
There is “fragmentary evidence [that] points to Iraqi involvement” in the 1993 World Trade Centre 
bombing. Some suspicion at the time focused on the date: Saddam was hell-bent on revenge and 
26 February was exactly two years after the ground phase of Operation DESERT STORM began.  
 

The Connection 

https://www.weeklystandard.com/the-editors/about-that-memo
https://www.weeklystandard.com/stephen-f-hayes/the-saddam-osama-memo-cont
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https://www.amazon.com/Connection-Collaboration-Hussein-Endangered-America/dp/0060746734


Laurie Mylroie has argued that Ramzi Yousef, the main perpetrator, was an IIS agent. Despite 
being born in Kuwait, Yousef’s friends called him “Rashid the Iraqi”. Mylroie’s thesis is much-
disputed but Yousef did enter the U.S. on an Iraqi passport and fled the U.S. to Iraq before he 
went on to Pakistan, where he was arrested in February 1995. At the time of his arrest, Yousef 
was engaged in the Bojinka plot, a proto-9/11 scheme, with his uncle, Khalid Shaykh Muhammad, 
who was the architect of the “Planes Operation” that worked in 2001.)  
 
Mohammed Salameh, another conspirator, made forty-six telephone calls to Iraq two months 
before the plot’s masterminds arrived in America, including to his uncle, Kadri Abu Bakr, a senior 
figure in the PLO’s “Western Sector”, a terrorist unit extensively connected to the KGB. These 
calls would certainly be monitored by Iraqi intelligence. 
 
The clearest Saddamist connection to the 1993 WTC attack, however, is after-the-fact. Abdul 
Yasin got a U.S. passport in Jordan in June 1992 and travelled from Baghdad to New Jersey in 
September 1992, moving in with his brother, Musab Yasin. Abdul was picked up by the FBI after 
the WTC bombing and admitted to mixing the chemicals for the bomb. Bafflingly, as a cooperative 
witness, Abdul was let go. On 5 March 1993, Abdul Yasin boarded a flight to Jordan, went straight 
to the Iraqi Embassy, and thence to Baghdad. While the Saddam regime would at times claim that 
Abdul Yasin was under some kind of arrest, visiting journalists from ABC and Newsweek found 
otherwise. IIS documents captured after Saddam’s fall show that Abdul was never imprisoned, had 
his house paid for by the Iraqi regime, and was given a monthly stipend. The Saddam regime came 
up with various legalistic barriers to avoid handing over Abdul Yasin, despite repeated U.S. 
requests. 

1993 “[B]in Laden reached an ‘understanding’ with Saddam under which [UBL] forbade al-Qaeda 
operations to be mounted against the Iraqi leader,” and the two parties “agreed to cooperate on 
unspecified activities.” This agreement was reached at al-Turabi’s urging.  
 
(The non-aggression pact was extended beyond Saddam’s fall: on 11 February 2003, UBL issued 
a fatwa saying, “There is no harm … if the Muslims’ interests coincide with those of the socialists 
[Ba’thists] in fighting the Crusaders … There is nothing wrong with a convergence of interests 
here.” Al-Qaeda and the regime remnants combined to form the post-Saddam insurgency.) 

The Feith Memo 

1993 In January 1992, Algeria’s military launched a coup to block an election result that would have 
brought to power the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS). The country slid into a savage civil war that 
lasted a decade. Around 1993, a shadowy organisation, the Group Islamique Armé (GIA) emerged. 
GIA was “a bastard child of the encounter between the Islamists and the security services of the 
regime”, as Fouad Ajami once put it. The GIA was al-Qaeda’s affiliate, and in a fashion similar to 
the Islamic State went too far and was disowned by Bin Ladin. (The great complication with GIA 
is that Algeria’s intelligence service, the DRS, had strategic control of GIA—assuming it hadn’t 
created it wholesale—and, after helping GIA dominate the insurgency by destroying all of its 
rivals, drove its cause into discredit through mass murder.) 
 
 
 
The CIA had “convincing evidence” that Saddam’s regime was “funneling money through bin 
Laden” to GIA, says Stanley Bedlington, a senior CIA’s counterterrorism analyst (1986-94) and 
one of the men who worked on this. There’s “no doubt” Saddam had “pretty strong ties to bin 
Laden while he was in Sudan,” said Bedlington, and one of their joint schemes was that Saddam 
passed money to UBL, who took a cut and then passed it on to GIA. 

‘The Furrows of Algeria’, by 
Fouad Ajami, The New Republic, 27 
January 2010; ‘The Ugly Truth 
about Algeria’, by John Schindler, 
The National Interest, 10 July 2012; 
The Global Islamic Resistance Call 
(2004), by Mustafa Setmariam 
Nasar (Abu Musab al-Suri), 
available in A Terrorist’s Call to 
Global Jihad (2008), edited by Jim 
Lacey 
 
‘U.S. officials question link 
between 9/11 and Iraq’, by Peter 
Eisler, USA Today, 2 December 
2001 

1994 Hijazi had one of his first direct meetings with UBL in Sudan. UBL asked for Chinese-made anti-
ship limpet mines and to set up al-Qaeda training camps on Iraqi territory, a request he would 
repeat. Hijazi became the “point man” for Saddam’s relations with al-Qaeda, and Mamdouh Salim 
(Abu Hajer al-Iraqi)—a UBL intimate, senior religious instructor, and al-Qaeda’s lead man in 
trying to secure WMD—was Hijazi’s opposite number. 

The Feith Memo 

1994 Jamal Ahmed al-Fadl, one of UBL’s most trusted deputies, who defected shortly after the August 
1998 East Africa Embassy bombings, went with Mamdouh Salim to a chemical weapons facility 
outside Khartoum in pursuit of weapons of mass destruction (WMD). This was part of a broader 
pattern where al-Qaeda, entangled with Umar al-Bashir’s Islamist government, was collaborating 
on WMD work with rogue states—notably Saddam’s Iraq and Clerical Iran. 

The Feith Memo 

1994 Saddam’s older son, Uday, and the IIS director met with a Sudanese regime official as a cut-out to 
arrange a meeting between UBL and IIS in Sudan. Bin Laden was “approached by our side” after 
“presidential approval,” Saddam regime documents say.  

‘Saddam and the Islamists: The 
Ba’thist Regime’s 
Instrumentalization of Religion in 
Foreign Affairs’, by Samuel 
Helfont, Middle East Institute, June 
2014 

19 February 1995 A senior IIS officer met with UBL. UBL asked that Saddam’s state media broadcast anti-Saudi 
propaganda, including the sermons of Suleiman al-Ouda; Saddam agreed. UBL also proposed that 
al-Qaeda and Saddam’s Iraq “perform joint operations against foreign forces” in Saudi Arabia; the 
Iraqi response is not in the documents. Al-Qaeda struck the National Guard Headquarters in 
Riyadh months later, on 13 November 1995, killing five U.S. military advisers 

‘Saddam and the Islamists’ 

4 March 1995 Saddam personally signed-off on Iraqi state media hosting the sermons of radical imam Suleiman 
al-Ouda, a Saudi agitator against the monarchy. 

‘Saddam, Al Qaeda Did 
Collaborate, Documents Show’, 



by Eli Lake, The New York Sun, 24 
March 2006 

Early 1995 Mamdouh Salim, who had a “good relationship” with Iraqi intelligence, according to the CIA, 
travelled to Iraq to arrange “unspecified cooperation,” according to the FBI. 

The Feith Memo 

Sept/Oct 1995 UBL met Brigadier Salim al-Ahmed, IIS’ principal expert on bomb-making, “at bin Laden’s farm 
in Khartoum”.  
 
After UBL’s move to Afghanistan in May 1996, Saddam sought “other channels through which to 
handle the relationship” with al-Qaeda, and found them. 

The Feith Memo 

3 February 1998 According to a “regular and reliable” CIA source, Ayman al-Zawahiri arrived in Baghdad and met 
with Vice President Taha Yassin Ramadan: “The goal of the visit was to arrange for coordination 
between Iraq and bin Laden and establish camps in al-Fallujah, an-Nasiriya, and Iraqi Kurdistan”. 
Al-Zawahiri’s EIJ received $300,000 from Saddam at this time. When al-Zawahiri left is not clear. 

The Connection 

23 February 1998 On the same day as UBL issued the fatwa with other jihadists calling for attacks on all Americans, 
everywhere, while listing notably Iraq-centric grievances, IIS approved—as discovered in a 
document after Saddam’s ouster—the visit of a “trusted confidant” of UBL’s to discuss “the future 
of our relationship” and “to achieve a direct meeting with [UBL]”. Baghdad used IIS’ Sudan station 
to “facilitate the travel arrangements,” and “carr[ied] all the travel and hotel costs inside Iraq”. Al-
Qaeda’s envoy, “Mohammed F. Mohammed,” arrived in Baghdad on 5 March 1998, stayed in 
Room 414 at Mansur Melia Hotel as a guest of Iraqi intelligence, and left on 21 March. 
 
The document demonstrating this meeting showed the extraordinary lengths the Saddam regime 
went to in keeping the relationship with al-Qaeda secret, even internally: the three mentions of 
UBL’s name had been covered with correction fluid and the memo also warns against 
communication in writing. 
 
The two men who found this, Mitch Potter of the Toronto Star and Inigo Gilmore of The Telegraph, 
were not contacted by any Western government about this, nor by the 9/11 Commission or other 
investigative panels.  
 
In 2015, I got in touch with Potter to ask what he thinks at this remove. Potter says he has “always 
believed it to be the real thing,” but because it was a photocopy, “albeit a copy so sensitive that 
someone in Iraqi intelligence had taken the time and trouble to delicately daub it with white-out 
to conceal Bin Laden’s name before filing it away in Mukhabarat HQ in Baghdad,” the document 
was ultimately “deemed unverifiable”. Potter also said that in the scheme of things—whether this 
was a one-off or a snapshot of a broader relationship—he “now lean[s] toward one-off … a kicking 
of the tires, two entities feeling out ‘the enemy of my enemy’.” 

‘The proof that Saddam worked 
with bin Laden’, by Inigo 
Gilmore, The Daily Telegraph, 27 
April 2003 
 
There is also a write-up of the 
document in The Connection 

March 1998 “[T]wo al-Qaeda members reportedly went to Iraq to meet with Iraqi intelligence”. 
 
A year earlier, in the spring of 1997, UBL had “sent out a number of feelers to the Iraqi regime” 
and not received much by way of response. By early 1998, the situation had reversed and Baghdad 
was courting Bin Ladin. 

The 9/11 Commission Report 

28 April 1998 “William Safire of the New York Times and Yossef Bodansky, former director of the Congressional 
Task Force on Terrorism and Unconventional Warfare, have both reported the presence of an al 
Qaeda delegation at a birthday celebration for Saddam Hussein in April 1998.” 

‘The Mother of All Connections’, 
by Stephen Hayes and Thomas 
Joscelyn, The Weekly Standard, 18 
July 2005  

July 1998 “An Iraqi delegation traveled to Afghanistan to meet first with the Taliban and then with bin 
Laden.” At least one of the March and July meetings between Saddam’s people and al-Qaeda—
and “perhaps both”—were “arranged through bin Laden’s Egyptian deputy, Zawahiri, who had ties 
of his own to the Iraqis” [italics added].  

9/11 Commission Report 

20 August 1998 President Bill Clinton launched cruise missiles at al-Qaeda’s camps in Afghanistan and Al-Shifa 
factory in Sudan, an ostensible pharmaceutical factory the Clinton administration said was 
producing chemical weapons as part of a joint enterprise between Saddam and al-Qaeda.  
 
The Clinton administration argued, and the evidence is very suggestive, that Saddam’s Iraq 
provided the technology and materiel for Sudan’s regime to launch its own chemical weapons 
program, a program financed by al-Qaeda, which had access to the produce. Richard Clarke, 
Clinton’s counter-terrorism tsar and later a fierce critic of the invasion of Iraq, said that 
“intelligence exists linking bin Laden to Al-Shifa’s current and past operators, the Iraqi nerve gas 
experts, and the (ruling) National Islamic Front in Sudan.” Clarke added that President Clinton 
“would have been derelict in his duties” not to hit Al-Shifa. 
 
Interestingly, too, the Sudanese Foreign Minister, Osman Ismail, was in Baghdad when Clinton 
struck Al-Shifa, and on August 27, Uday’s Babel published an editorial heralding bin Laden as “an 
Arab and Islamic hero”. 

The Connection 

31 August 1998 Saddam’s vice president, Taha Yassin Ramadan, went to the Sudan, ostensibly for banal reasons, 
but Khartoum, acting for UBL, asked if Iraq would give UBL asylum. 

The Connection 

5 November 1998 The U.S. indictment of UBL, written in the spring of 1998 and made public at this point, says: 
“[A]l-Qaeda reached an understanding with the government of Iraq that al-Qaeda would not work 
against that government and that on particular projects, specifically including weapons 
development, al-Qaeda would work cooperatively with the Government of Iraq.” This is not the 

‘U.S. Grand Jury Indictment 
Against Usama bin Laden’. 
Available here. 

https://fas.org/irp/news/1998/11/98110602_nlt.html


kind of thing that just gets thrown in; the U.S. government would have to have somebody prepared 
to testify under oath to include this in the indictment. Al-Shifa is believed to be an example of such 
cooperation in practice. 

Late 1998 Saddam upped his support for al-Qaeda after the Embassy bombings, according to an IIS defector. 
Saddam’s younger son, Qusay, became the primary contact with al-Qaeda, and “the Iraqi 
intelligence service station in Pakistan was Baghdad’s point of contact with al-Qaeda.” 

The Feith Memo 

December 1998 At least two IIS officers assigned to the Iraqi Embassy in Pakistan met with UBL, Ayman al-
Zawahiri, and Taliban leader Mullah Muhammad Umar in Afghanistan. “[T]he Iraqi regime was 
trying to broaden its cooperation with al-Qaeda … to sabotage U.S. and U.K. interests.” 

The Feith Memo 

21 December 
1998 

Faruq Hijazi, then-Ambassador to Turkey, went to Afghanistan to meet UBL. The Feith Memo 

Early 1999 Faruq Hijazi went again to Afghanistan “along with several other Iraqi officials to meet with bin 
Laden,” and it was understood “Hijazi would have met bin Laden only at Saddam’s explicit 
direction.” 

The Feith Memo 

February 1999 After a series of meetings between IIS and al-Qaeda in Afghanistan in late 1998 and early 1999, 
Richard Clarke, the U.S. National Coordinator for Security, Infrastructure Protection and 
Counter-terrorism, reported that a reliable source said Saddam “may have offered [UBL] asylum.” 
If UBL made the move, al-Qaeda would be at the service of Saddam’s mukhabarat and UBL would 
be “virtually impossible” to find, Clarke wrote. Clarke opposed sending a U2 flight because that 
would require Pakistani permission, and its Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) service was “in bed 
with” UBL. ISI would tip him off UBL, Clarke believed, and if IBL were to find out the U.S. was 
planning a bombing run against him, “old wily Osama will likely boogie to Baghdad”. 
 
At this time, there was tension between UBL and the Taliban; the Taliban wanted UBL to stop 
engaging in external terrorism and certainly to stop bragging about it to the international media. 
The Taliban feared it would bring on their demise. This problem continued to escalate through 
the year. 
 
(Between Clarke’s testimony here, and his on-the-record statements over Al-Shift, it is 
extraordinary that he later said, in a March 2004 interview with CBS News’ 60 Minutes show: “For 
years we’ve looked and there’s just no connection [between Saddam and al-Qaeda]”.) 

9/11 Commission Report 

July 1999 A senior Iraqi intelligence officer in U.S. custody, Khalil Ibrahim Abdallah, “said that the last 
contact between the IIS and al-Qaeda” took place at this time. “Bin Laden wanted to meet with 
Saddam, [Abdallah] said,” but the dictator “ordered Iraqi intelligence to refrain from any further 
contact … Saddam wanted to distance himself from al-Qaeda.”  
 
(In point of fact, contact went on, even if Abdallah was not privy to it.) 

The Feith Memo 

September 1999 Ayman al-Zawahiri, then-leader of Egyptian Islamic Jihad and UBL’s roving deputy, made his third 
known trip to Baghdad as part of one of Saddam’s “Popular Islamic Conferences,” gatherings for 
Islamists, some of them terrorists on the run. Saddam had begun hosting the PICs in 1983 as the 
Ba’th regime began to align with Islamists in its foreign policy, a course than soon had internal 
ramifications. 

The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the 
Road to 9/11, by Lawrence 
Wright, p. 296 

November 1999 Saddam considered giving asylum to UBL and his inner-circle, an NSA intercept finds. The idea 
seems to have come from Khalid Janaby, the IIS head in Islamabad, who was “in frequent contact 
and had good relations with bin Laden.” 

The Feith Memo 

December 2000 With al-Qaeda’s rudimentary WMD experiments constantly failing, Ibn al-Shaykh al-Libi, a senior 
al-Qaeda leader who ran Khalden camp outside Kandahar and was involved in al-Qaeda’s 
spectaculars from 1993 to 2001, sent “two al Qaeda operatives … to Iraq for CBW [chemical and 
biological weapons] related training”. Al-Libi and Mohammed Atef, bin Laden’s Egyptian military 
commander, recruited Abu Abdullah al-Iraqi and dispatched him to Baghdad in 1997 with 
instructions to keep the relationship secret, even from other al-Qaeda members, an order 
Saddam’s regime was happy to comply with. After Abu Abdullah’s second trip, Iraqi intelligence 
instructed that two non-Arab, English-speaking men be recruited—these would not fit the profile 
of an al-Qaeda member, and would make the relationship easier to deny. One Filipino and another 
of unknown nationality were recruited, and these were the two men dispatched to Iraq at the end 
of 2000. Saddam had been particularly impressed with the then-recent U.S.S. Cole attack—a 
pattern repeated with groups like Abu Sayyaf (see below), where Saddam offered more support 
groups got more lethally anti-American. (Later, al-Libi would recant this story. But as George 
Tenet, CIA Director 1996-2004, noted: All this makes certain is that al-Libi lied: “we don’t know 
which story is true”.) 

The Feith Memo 

2001 Saddam was found to have links with al-Qaeda affiliates in the Philippines and Algeria. After the 
fall of the regime, connections to another al-Qaeda affiliate were found, this time in Uganda. 
 
The Iraqi chargé d’affaires in Kenya, Fallah Hassan al-Rubdie, had written a series of letters in 
2001 to Bekkah Abdul Nassir, the “chief of diplomacy” for the Qaeda-linked Allied Democratic 
Forces (ADF), which now collaborates with Somalia’s al-Qaeda branch, al-Shabab. In a letter from 
April 2001, Nassir said the ADF will “send youth to train for the jihad” at a training camp in 
Baghdad. It is not clear if this camp was ever set up or if Saddam sent funding to ADF, but one 
letter does discuss agreement on an “appropriate budget,” implying either than ADF were either 
given money or a specific promise. Nassir says his operatives are already “on the ground working 
in Baghdad”. 

The Connection; ‘Iraq regime linked 
to terror group’, by Philip 
Smucker and Faye Bowers, The 
Christian Science Monitor, 18 April 
2003 

https://kyleorton1991.files.wordpress.com/2017/12/setmariam-and-muhammad-al-bahaya-19-july-1999-letter-to-usama-bin-ladin-taliban-dispute.pdf
http://www.amazon.co.uk/At-Center-Storm-Years-CIA/dp/0061234419/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1433801795&sr=8-1&keywords=tenet+center+storm


April 2002 The founder of the Islamic State, Ahmad al-Khalayleh (Abu Musab al-Zarqawi), arrives in northern 
Iraq, having transited through Iran, where he was hosted by the Islamic Revolutionary Guards 
Corps. 
 
 
 
 
Al-Zarqawi links up with the local al-Qaeda-linked group, Ansar al-Islam, and within days of his 
arrival tries to assassinate the Prime Minister of the Kurdish area, Barham Salih, who is one of 
Saddam Husayn’s leading enemies. 
 
 
 
Evidence collected from jihadi prisoners captured by the Kurds suggests key operatives in Ansar 
al-Islam are IIS officers and many others are agents or under some degree of influence from 
Saddam’s intelligence service. 

‘Iran’s Ties With Al Qaeda In 
Iraq’s Abu Musab al-Zarqawi’, by 
Joel Wing, Musings on Iraq, 2 
February 2016 
 
 
 
‘Who Lost Zarqawi? The True 
Intelligence Failure’, by Andrew 
Apostolou, National Review, 2 
November 2004 
 
 
‘The Great Terror’, Goldberg; 
‘Iraqi funds, training fuel Islamic 
terror group’, by Scott Peterson, 
The Christian Science Monitor, 2 
April 2002. 

May 2002 Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, the founder of the Islamic State movement, moves to Baghdad, the capital 
city of a total police state. Saddam’s regime is notified of al-Zarqawi’s presence by Jordanian 
intelligence, which requests his extradition. Saddam claims his regime is unable to locate al-
Zarqawi. 

‘Postwar Findings About Iraq’s 
WMD Programs and Links to 
Terrorism and How They 
Compare with Prewar 
Assessments’, for the Select 
Committee on Intelligence, 8 
September 2006, p. 87. Available 
here. 

May 2002 “[T]here was a solid basis for identifying three areas of concern with regard to Iraq and al-Qa’ida: 
safe haven, contacts, and training. … The intelligence told us that senior al-Qa’ida leaders and the 
Iraqis had discussed safe haven in Iraq. Most of the public discussion thus far has focused on 
Zarqawi’s arrival in Baghdad under an assumed name in May of 2002 … Zarqawi … supervised 
camps in northeastern Iraq run by Ansar al-Islam (AI). AI, a radical Kurdish Islamic group, was 
closely allied to al-Qa’ida. Kurdish Islamists and al-Qa’ida had come together in the summer of 
2000 to create a safe haven for al-Qa’ida … in the event Afghanistan was lost as a sanctuary. The 
area subsequently became a hub for al-Qa’ida operations. We believed that up to two hundred al-
Qa’ida fighters began to relocate there in camps after the Afghan campaign began in the fall of 
2001.  
 
The camps enhanced Zarqawi’s reach beyond the Middle East. One of the camps run by AI, known 
as Kurmal, engaged in production and training in the use of low-level poisons such as cyanide. We 
had intelligence telling us that Zarqawi’s men had tested these poisons on animals and, in at least 
one case, on one of their own associates. They laughed about how well it worked. Our efforts to 
track activities emanating from Kurmal resulted in the arrest of nearly one hundred Zarqawi 
operatives in Western Europe planning to use poisons in operations.  
 
What was even more worrisome was that by the spring and summer of 2002, more than a dozen 
al-Qa’ida-affiliated extremists converged on Baghdad, with apparently no harassment on the part 
of the Iraqi government. They had found a comfortable and secure environment in which they 
moved people and supplies to support Zarqawi’s operations in northeastern Iraq. More al-Qa’ida 
operatives would follow, including Thirwat Shihata and Yussef Dardiri, two Egyptians assessed by 
a senior al-Qa’ida detainee to be among the Egyptian Islamic Jihad’s best operational planners, 
who arrived by mid-May of 2002. At times we lost track of them, though their associates continued 
to operate in Baghdad as of October 2002. Their activity in sending recruits to train in Zarqawi’s 
camps was compelling enough. There was also concern that these two might be planning 
operations outside Iraq. …  
 
Do we know just how aware Iraqi authorities were of these terrorists’ presence either in Baghdad 
or northeastern Iraq? No, but from an intelligence point of view it would have been difficult to 
conclude that the Iraqi intelligence service was not aware of their activities. Certainly, we believe 
that at least one senior AI operative maintained some sort of liaison relationship with the Iraqis.” 

At the Center of the Storm: My Years 
at the CIA (2007), George Tenet 

Summer 2002 Al-Zarqawi is “relatively free to travel within Iraq proper and to stay in Baghdad” as he sets up 
networks spanning western Iraq and the Levant that will in time bring in foreign fighters, 
particularly the suicide bombers, that did so much to destabilise the situation after the fall of 
Saddam.  

‘Review of Intelligence on 
Weapons of Mass Destruction’, 
House of Commons report led by 
Lord Butler, 14 July 2004, p. 120. 
Available here. 

Summer 2002 The Kurdish autonomous government in northern Iraq, protected by the American and British no-
fly zone, is already at war with Ansar al-Islam (AI), which has been infused with al-Qaeda fighters 
that have fled Afghanistan. Saddam is supporting AI in this effort. A then-recent bomb plot had 
been foiled, where the TNT AI was using was “produced by the military industrialisation 
department in Baghdad, and is released only at the say of the head of Iraqi military intelligence,” 
and “trucks laden with arms have arrived from the government-controlled area.”  
 

‘Ansar al-Islam: Iraq’s al-Qaeda 
Connection’, by Jonathan 
Schanzer, The Washington Institute, 
15 January 2003. 
 
 
 

https://kyleorton1991.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/2006-select-committee-intelligence-postwar-findings-iraqs-wmds-and-links-to-terrorism-compare-prewar-assessments.pdf
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The 9/11 Commission itself noted that there are “indications” that after 9/11 “the Iraqi regime 
tolerated and may even have helped” Ansar. 

The 9/11 Commission Report 

2 October 2002 Sgt. Mark Wayne Jackson, an American in the counter-terrorism team deployed to the Philippines, 
and three civilians, were killed in a bombing against a karaoke bar near a military base in 
Zamboanga City claimed by the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG). Al-Qaeda was, as the 9/11 Commission 
Report explains, key in ASG’s formation and expansion through the Islamic International Relief 
Organization (IIRO), a “charity” run by Usama bin Ladin’s brother-in-law, Mohammed Jammal 
Khalifa. Via telephone intercepts, the bombs in Zamboanga were traced back to Hisham Hussein, 
the second secretary at the Iraqi Embassy, who was expelled on 14 February 2003 for conduct 
incompatible with his diplomatic status. Hussein was found by the Philippine government to head 
an “established network” of Salafi-jihadists, and to have been in regular contact with ASG leaders, 
Abu Madja and Hamsiraji Marusi Sali, before and after the Zamboanga bombing. Days later two 
more Iraqi Embassy officials were made to leave the Philippines.  
 
This incident is especially important because the 9/11 Commission Report set up a weirdly high 
threshold for what constituted a relationship between Saddam and al-Qaeda. Having admitted all 
the contacts, the Commission declared that it had “seen no evidence” these contacts developed into 
a “collaborative operational relationship,” let alone cooperation in an attack against the United 
States. The Zamboanga case—where Saddam had bankrolled an al-Qaeda attack that killed an 
American—might well meet even that arbitrarily strenuous definition. 

The Connection 

October 2002 A U.S. intelligence report “said al-Qaeda and Iraq reached a secret agreement whereby Iraq would 
provide safe haven to al-Qaeda members and provide them with money and weapons. The 
agreement reportedly prompted a large number of al-Qaeda members to head to Iraq. … [T]wo 
al-Qaeda members involved a fraudulent passport network … had been directed to procure 90 
Iraqi and Syrian passports for al-Qaeda personnel. … The U.S. attack on Afghanistan deprived al-
Qaeda of its protected base … [a]nd since the U.S. has been targeting al-Qaeda’s sources of 
funding, some cells may need additional money to continue operations.”  
 
A CIA senior executive memo said that “as of October 2002,” “Zarqawi has had an operational 
alliance with Iraqi officials” [italics added]. Al-Zarqawi “maintained contacts with the IIS to procure 
weapons and explosives, including surface-to-air missiles,” and al-Zarqawi set up “sleeper cells in 
Baghdad to be activated in case of a U.S. occupation of the city”. 
 
(It is notable that one of the main resources the Iraqi Ba’thist leaders took with them into Syria 
was “boxes and boxes” of blank passports, which were then given to the Salafi-jihadists who arrived 
at Damascus International Airport and were transported, with the collusion of Bashar al-Asad’s 
regime, to the Iraqi border.) 

The Feith Memo 

April 2003 As the Saddam regime collapsed, a terrorist training camp of “the type Iraq claimed did not exist,” 
as Capt. Aaron Robertson, a Marine intelligence officer, put it, was discovered near Baghdad. The 
camp was “more sophisticated than those training camps we found in Afghanistan,” Robertson 
explained. “It has a permanent obstacle course, which rivals anything our Marines have back at 
Camp Pendleton.” The camp was a base for the Palestine Liberation Front (PLF), which had been 
led since 1977 by Muhammad Zaidan (Abu Abbas). Zaidan is most infamous for murdering Leon 
Klinghoffer, a disabled Jew, aboard the Achille Lauro in October 1985. Zaidan was captured in Italy 
but had to be released because he was on an Iraqi diplomatic passport. The camp’s purpose was 
hidden even on Iraqi internal documentation.  
 
In November 2001, the Israelis had rolled up a PLF cell on the West Bank and found that the 
terrorists were financed and trained by the Saddam regime, enabling the PLF to commit numerous 
crimes, including bombing checkpoints and a bus, and the murder of an 18-year-old, Yuri 
Gushchin, in Jerusalem in July 2001. Quite a number of the Palestinian Authority’s most well-
trained terrorists during the Second Intifada had been trained in Saddam’s Iraq. 
 
 
 
 
The PLF camp was just one among many. At Salman Pak there was a training camp for terrorists, 
including jihadi-Salafists from across the Arab world, run by Saddam’s special operations division. 
The training comprised assassinations; kidnapping; hijacking airplanes, buses, and trains; and 
suicide bombings—in short, methods for running a terrorist-insurgency. The camp was hidden 
from view, and bureaucratically hidden even from senior members of the regime. Another, similar 
camp was run at Lake Tharthar. These camps are believed to have trained at least 8,000 terrorists. 
Whether members of al-Qaeda trained at the camps is simply unknown. Unsurprisingly, the same 
intelligence officers who ran Salman Pak were the ones who trained the Fedayeen Saddam, an 
increasingly-Islamized militia loyal to Saddam rather than the state—a part of his coup-proofing 
after his suspicion of the army intensified in the 1990s. The Fedayeen Saddam went on to be a core 
component of the insurgency in the aftermath of Saddam and fill out the mid-level of the Islamic 
State. When Salman Pak was captured by the United States a few days before the fall of Baghdad, 
the foreign jihadists were found there—they were almost the only ones still fighting. 
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Interestingly, a week into the invasion, Marines in Nasiriya found a mural at an Iraqi military base 
depicting planes flying into towers that very much resembled the 9/11 attacks. Al-Qaeda surely 
had not create the mural, but it was of a piece with Saddam’s hostility to the United States that 
meant his was the only government in the world to publicly welcome the 9/11 massacre. “The 
American cowboys are reaping the fruit of their crimes against humanity”, said Saddam’s official 
response to 9/11. “The destruction of the centres of American power is the destruction of 
American policy, which has veered from human values to align itself with the Zionist world”.  
 
Saddam boasted of 4,000 foreign mujahideen he had recruited to defend Baghdad in 2003. The 
U.S. believes it was nearer to 2,000. In either case it made the point that Saddam was prepared 
for an alliance with people who conceived of themselves as on jihad. As it happens most of these 
Arab volunteers seem to have gone home: they were not, for the most part, militarily skilled, and 
they were deeply disillusioned by how quickly the regime had collapsed.  
 
A letter written by Saddam’s foreign minister, Naji Sabri, surfaced, revealing Sabri’s suggestion 
during the invasion that Saddam’s regime “target [the Coalition’s] vehicle checkpoints with suicide 
operations by civilian vehicles in order to make the savage Americans realise that their contact with 
Iraqi civilians is as dangerous as facing them on the battlefield”. The revelation was notable for two 
reasons: (1) Saddam had suicide squads available to him; and (2) Sabri wanted to use them to sow 
distrust between American soldiers and Iraqi civilians to pre-emptively destabilize the occupation. 
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